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AS5SSO0OCIATION NEWS

ISRAEL
{from A. Bein}

The Iarael Geological Society held its annual
meeting at the new campsite near Yotvata, located in
the southern Arava Valley, some 40 km north of Ellat.
The site was chosen because of its proximity to a va-
riety of well-known geological features assoclated
with sedimentary and mineralization processes, tecto-
nism and metamorphic complexes. Several recent studies
provide new insight into some of these featuras, thus
raising the general interest and, as so common among
geologists, provoking dispute concerning their origin.

Altogether, 78 lectures and posters were presented
during the 4 day meeting, which also included 2 1/2
days of fleld trips. The meeting was attended by about
200 geologlsts and students who enjoyed the site's
facilities and the nice weather usually prevalling
at that desert location during early spring.

FPhosphorites, as usual in recent meetings of the
society, attracted much interest. Eight presentaticons
discussed topics including distributicn and enrichment
of elements such as F, U, 2n and Cd, upgrading of phos-
phorites due to burrowing and unconformities and late
diagenetic effects of calcification and miecritization.

The spatlal distribution of crganic matter and
its possible tectonic contrel in the oll shale beds
found in assocliatlon with the phosphorites was alsc
discussed Ln twe additional papers.

studies of depositional and diagenetic environments
in several stratigraphic levels by means of combined
biostratigraphic and sedimentological metheds were
the subject of elght presentations.
Anather three lectures focussed on offshore features
including structure, sediment composition and transport
along parts of the Mediterranean Ccast, the Nile Delta
and the Gulf of Eilat. Two papers presented data and
interpretations of subrecent travertine and paleckarst
features., A specilal sesslon of 6 lectures and posters
wag dedicated to the popularization of Geolcegy among



pupils and nongeolegists in response to the increasing

interest of the public and on the occasion of the inau-
guration of the Ramon Cirque geclogical park and nature
reserve. Other topics discussed included tectonics

and seismisity of the region an the magmatic and meta-

morphic complexes of Eilat and Sinai,

Three one-day trips were run parallely on the
second day of the meeting, The first was devoted to
the lithostratigraphy and mineralization of the Timna
area, The theory that the entire sandstone layer bea-
ring the copper and manganese ore accumulated as insoc-
luble residue after dolomite dissolution and that these
dolomites were the source of the ore in the first place
was presented. Another opinion grounded mostly on che-
mistry and mineralogy was presented as well, arguing
that part of the sequence and the associated minerali-
zation in syn-early diagenetic and that the dissolution
theory accounts only for part of the phenomena,

The second field trip concentrated on palaeomor=-
phology and morphotectonics along the southern Arava
Rift Valley with emphasie on phases cf rift bottom
lowering as recorded in scarps, straths and sediment
surfaces.

A third field trip dealt with the lithostratigra-
phy of Meroic, Tertiary and Cenczoic sequences and
thelr implications regarding the structure of the mou-
thern Negev desert.

Other half-day field trips were conducted durlng
the third day of the meeting to structural features
of the area, metamorphic complexes and the facilitles
of the oceanographic station of Eilat,

Most of the last day of the meeting was spent
traversing the scuthern Negev desert along the new
road stretching along the border between Israel and
Egypt.

Abstracts of the meeting, including the field
trip gquides (in English) may be obtained from the Li-
brary, The Geolcgical Survey of Israel, 30 Malkhe Ys-
rael st., Jerusalem 95501, {Price, including mailing
cost, $10).



MORQCCO
{from J, Beauchamp)

The second sedimentological meeting on "Moroccan
Sedimentary Basins” was successfully held in Rabat,
October 1984.

The two fleldtrips devoted to the Paleozoic cover
of central Morocco and of the Coastal Meseta were fol-
lowed by about 50 participants,

Papers presented in the Faculty of Sclences building

in Rabat were followed by one hundred sedimentologista,
Detailed reports about the meetiny will be communicated
later by the organlizers. Thanks to our colleagues from
Rabat.

The 1385 meeting will be jointly organized by
geclogists from the Facultles of Meknes and Fes.

The "Moroccan Sedimentary Basins" Group has deci-
ded to keep its informal structure which avoids many
administrative difficulties. The secretaryship is held
by the Moroccan I.A,5, Natlonal Correspondent., Reduced
fees will regularly be paid to the organizers of the
next meeting s0 that they can face costs.

Accordingly the system of one annual meeting plus
one or several fieldtrips appears to satisfy Morocccan
geclogists the more that there was nothing equilvalent
to this precise geological activities up to now,

FUTURE MEETIWGS

april 12-13, 1986 U,K. (Keele)

"CONTROLS OF UPPER CARBONIFERQUS SEDIMENTATION,
NORTHWEST EURCPE™

This British Sedimentological Research Group
Research Meeting is desligned as a seguel to the
1984 European Dinantian Environments Conference
and will follow immediately upon the Symposium
an Coal and Coal-Bearing Strata being held in
London from Bth-11th April, 1986. The conference



July

will review the current state of knowledge con-
cerning the principal factors determining the
sedimentology and sedimentary evolution of Upper
Carboniferous basin-fills in north-west Europe.
Particular emphasis will be placed on the influ-
ence of the eveolving geotectonic setting on sedi-
mentary facies distributien at both lacal and
basin~wide scales, and on the nature and role

of other external controls, such as eustatic and
palaeaclimatic changea, A number of basin case-
histories will be presBented,

The meeting will consgist of two days of talks,
including a small pumber of keynote addresses,
Contributions in the form of short talks or posters
are invited. For those requiring it, residential
accommodation will be arranged on the campus of
the University of Keele, or in nearby hotels (New=
castle-under-Lyme or Stoke-on-Trent).

Following the meeting a number of fieldtrips
will be organized to some of the classic British
Upper Carbonifercus localities,

Contact ! P.G. Kelling
Department of Geoclogy
University of Keele
Keele, Staffordshire, 5T5 SBRG
ENGLAND

7-11, 1986 S.A., (Johannesburg)

FRECAMBRIAN GOLD/URANIUM DEPGSITS WITH SPECIAL
BREFERENCE TO THE CONGLOMERATE PLACERS OF THE WIT-

WATERSRAND TYPE

The Geclegical Soclety of Scuth Africa will
held its 21st blennial congress from 7 to 11 July
1986 at the Oppenheimer Life Sciences Building
at the University of the Witwatersrand, Johannes-
burg. This congress will commemorate the centenary
of the discovery of the world's largest gold-field,
in 1886, in the Witwatersrand basin.



Beside the main themes of the congress, other
will cover

- Evolution of greenstone belts and gold minerali-
gation in the Archaean)

- The sedimentology and sediment-hosted mi-
neral deposits of Transvaal-age basins;

- Results of the first phase of the current
National Qeoscience Programme entitled
*The Evolutlon of Earth-Rescurce Systems”;

~ Open sesslond devoted to the latest research
results of findings on any topic not rela-
ted to the above themes,

Field excursions will be arranged for the
week before as weil as the week after the congress
and will deal with the following topics

- Witwatersrand Gold/Uranium : a wide variety
of gold/uranium-related excursions:

- Barberton Mountain Land - Pilgrim's Rest
greenstone belt and gold deposits:

-~ Bushveld Complex : mafic and acid rocks,
platinum and chrome mines;

- Vredefort Dome : structure and tectonics;

~ Geological Kaleidoscope : short visits
to a gold mine, Bushveld Complex, Palabora,
etc,.,.;

- Namaqualand : high-grade metamorphic ter-
rane, Zn-Cu-Pb deposits:

- Coal and Coal mining : emphasizing sedimen-
tological controls;

- Bxploration Geochemistry : Barberton and
Namaqualand mineral deposits;

« Historical Jchannesburg : gold-related
historical sites.

Authors are invited to submit papers for
presentation at the congreas and, in addition,
there will be opportunity for poster presentation
of papers, Perscons interested in receiving circu-
lars with further detalls and reply cards are
requested to write to ¢

The Symposium Secretariat, 5.339
CSIR

P.0. Box 395

Pretoria

Republic of S5cuth Africa

000l



August 17-20, 19B7 CANADA (Calgary, Alberta)

THE _CSPG SECOND INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON THE
DEVONIAN SYSTEM

In 1967, the Alberta Society of Petroleum
Gecloglsts, predecessor of the Canadian Society
of Petroleum Geologists {(C.5,P.G.), hosted the
very successful First Internaticnal Symposium
on the Devonian System, To mark the 20th Anniver-
sary of that event and to highlight the many de-
velopments in Devonian geology in the interim,
the C.5,P.G. will host the Seccond International
Symposium on the Devonian System in Calgary, Al-
berta, August 17-20, 1987, under the general chair-
manship of Dr. Digby J. McLaren.

The technical program will include both in-
vited and submitted papers con

- Devonlan paleogeographic reconstruction
throughout the world;

- Speclal sessions on a variety of subjects
including petroleum and economic geology,
tectonlcs, global reconstructions, blostra-
tigraphy, transgressive-regressive cycles,
event stratigraphy, nen-marine - marine
correlations, organic rich shales and car-
bonates and reefs,

Field trips will be organized before and
after the symposium to Devenian exposures in wes-
tern and northern Canada, The proceedings of the
Symposium will be published as part of the £,5.P.G.
Memoir Seriles.

A clrcular will be sent out in the Fall of
1985, Reguests for circulars, and further infor-
mation may be obtained from :

2nd Int, Symp. on the Devonian System
Canadian Soclety of Petroleum Geclogists
# 505, 2086 - 7 Avenue S5.W.

Calgary, Alberta

Canacda T2P OW?

Tel. : (403) 264-5610
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