NTERNATIONAL
[\SSOCIATION OF
SEDIMENTOLOGISTS

NEWSLETTER
N=41-DEC.1978

ASSOCIATION NEWS

Although I was glad to accept the President's invitation to act
as the Genmaral Secretary of thw I,A.S. I fesl somewhat anxious when I
consider the amount of work and the quality of the realisstions that
have heen performed by my predecessors, among whom Harold Aeading, our
Past General Secretary. I do bopa that all of you will help me by your
ideas, your suggestions, your discussions, your inwvoice of news, As al-
ready suggmsted long mgo by Harald, the newslettera should he a very
living way of communication betwean sedimentologlats from all over the
world; with the intermational congressms, this is also their meating
place, Of course 1t will not always be posslble to satiafy everyone's
desires ms we ars an international assoclation of owver one thousand
flve hundrad members distributed in more than sixty natlionalitims.

Such a wlde range of rnationelltles is a wealth for our association
by tha potentiml diversity of ideas and concepts that may stem out of it.



That i5 why we keep on trying to brasten it by looking for close contacts
with the Arab snd Africen countries, China, South America etc.

Trere are howsver difficulties in belng such & wide internatioral
grouping. Indead, besida the langage and the currency barriers, some po-
}iticel problems may rise at a moment or another. They should not thraeaten
the life nor the health of our association which is above such problems.
We have to he opsn-minded, respectful of each uther thoughts or canvinc-
tions, We have to conslder mach of thm member of our big family spart
from his State politics. Our only role is to communicate betwasn sedimen-
tologlsts end to promote acience,not to discriminate: bowsver 1f this
contect nelps bringing up men closer to each other, we shall hawve reached
another wonderful point though it 1s not our objectives nor responsabl—
lities. Let us keep in touch, in good spirits and solve our eventual
problems with a good sense of humour,

I.A,5. TENTH INTERNATIONAL CONGAESS ON SEDIMENTOLOGY.

1} The Congress

Tha tmnth I,A.S, mesting was held in Jerusalem in July 9-14, 1978
antd was attendsd by about 700 sclentists among which S00 from oversess.
Tha scopa of the Congrmss was fairly large as it included :

10 themes respectively on 1) Dynamics of Sedimentary processes 2) Mo-
dern Envirornments of depoaition, 3) Oiagenesis and Lithification, 4] Ae-
glonal synthesee of sedimentary baszins, 5} Methods and techniques in se-
dimentnlogy, 6) Biomctivity and binlogical constituents in sediments,

7) Sedimentary mspects of Gaomorphology, Paleoclimatology and Hydrogeo-
logy, 8) Sedimentery mineral dmpgsits, 9) Genchamical sedimentology
and 10) Environmental sedimentology — effect of man on sadimentation.

10 symposis on 1) the environment of deposition of chalk and chert
assoclations, &) the Nublan Sandstona, 32 the DSDP results from the Me-
ditarransan Sea, the Aed and Black Seas {sponsored by the Committee on
Marine Ganlagy of the IUGS and the Commission Internatlionals pour 1'ax—
ploration Sclentifique de la Mer Méditerrardn), 4) the origin of fossil
fuals (sponagred by the Organic Becchemistry Divislon of the Geochemical
Bocimty), 5) ths problem of calcrates, S) the sadimentological and bio-
logical intersctions in coral reefs, 7) globsl tectonics and sedimentation,
8) tha affect of human activities on tha ecology and asedimentatlon of
lgkes and resarvoirs {aponsared by the Socletas Internationalis Limnologlae
arwd the Israsl Dcaanographic Limnological Ressarch Ltd.], 9] the problem
of phospharites and that of 10) evaporitas.

In several Themes and Sympusia, & selection of papers was made to
have them published by speclalised sedimentological journals or eventually
u2 books. .

9 working groups on : 1) Sedimentological interprstetion of saiamic
racords and well logs {con~sponsored by the American Geophysical Union,
thm Intsrnational Association of Mathematical Geologlats, the Institute
for Petrolaum Research and Gaophysics, Isreal), 2) Shalf dynamics, 3) Sub-



marlna trench sedimentation, 4] Early organic ewvolution and mineral emer—
gy resources [project 157 of the International Geological Correlation
Prngramme], 5) Simulation of sedimentary, hydrologlcal and geomorpholo=-
glcal processes [urganized by the Internatlonal Association for Mathema-
tical Gsology]. ﬁ] Sedimentology and magnetostratigraphy {spunsurad by
PrajJect 128 of the International Geologicel Correlation Programme), 7)
Quantitative stratigraphic carrelation {Project 148 of the Intarnational
Geologlical Correlation Programne), 8) Stromatolites through space and
time and 9} Geological hazards assoclated with sedimentation,

Also, fasclnating poster sessions and projectlon of sclentific films were
aat up.

Finally, 11 fipld sxcursions were organized in Israel, Turkey and
Cyprus respectively,

This Congress was a great succeas thanks to the enthusiasm and the
enegrgy of the organizers who gave the very best of themselves to assist
evary participant and insure a high standard meating. The fieldtrips
were alsn most fascinating by their presentation and diversity, Once more,
thousand tharks tn our Israell colleasguss for their performance.

2) The Genaral Assembly

The Genersl Assembly was somewhat longer than previously, partly
as a result of newly instituted awards that were delivered to well known
sclentlsts and brought along citatlons and replies. The "Sorby Medal"”
which was instltuted this year for "Distinction in the field of Sedimen-
tology" was delivared to Brigadier A.A. Bagnold, » professional soldier
who brought so much to professional geologists, and te Dr. F,P, Shepard.
Furthermore, the Honorary membership was mwarded to Mme Y, Gubler and
to Pr. P. Allen in recognition of their numerous services to the Interna—
tional Association of Sedimentologlsts.

After this ceremony, the New Dureau and Council were elected. They
are now composed as follows @ President : K.J. HsO; General Secratary :
C.l.V. Monty; Vice-Presidants : G.V. Middleton and E. Mutti; Treassurer :
5.0, Nio; Editors : J.D. Hudson and J.D. Collinson; Publication Secre-
tary : F, Riccl-ucchi.

As far ss the next Congress is concerned, the associaticn had re—
ceived two lnvitations : ona from Switzerland by Dr, K. Hsl) and one From
Canada by Dr, G, Middleton. After a short discussion, ths General Assembly
agraed that the 1982 I.A.5, Congress will be held in Canada (Hamilton,
Nntario] probably in August, Lat us wish all tha bast to Gerry,

3) The Officer's Report.

During the liural Ausembly saveral officers gave their reports of
which I shall pgiva somn axtracls belaow,

The parlud 1975 to 1978 has been one of consolidetion rather than
innovation. A very rapld rlsa of memberahip in 1975 and 1976 has been



folluwed by a smaller incramse in 1977,

SEDIMENTOLOBY was incraased in size in 1976 from 4 issues of 540
pages & ysar to 6 1ssues of 864 pages a ysar, The change has been a graat
succesa since it has snsbled more papers to be published and publicatlion
time to be short. Tha Newaletter also now appears & times a year. Dues
have not been increased throughout this perlod, and, at Dfl. 40 a year,
remain the same as they were whan the journal changed to Bleckwell Sclenti-
fic Publicetipns in 4973 and are still less than two thirds the dues paid
by members prior to 1923,

We have bmen slow to produce more Special Publications but No, 2
"Modern and Ancient Leke Saediments" [Editad by A. Matter and M. Tucker)
will appmar in September this ymear. It stems from the meeting sponsored
Jolntly by I.A.S. and the International Asagciation of Limnology held
in Copenhagen in September, 1977, organizad by Flnn Surlyk and his col-
leagues, Like No, 1 it will appear within e year of the mesting. Another
speclalist meating is pianned for September 1979, on the Ialand of Texel,
Holland, on "Holucere marine sedimentmtion in the North Ssa Basin" from
which it is expected there will be snother Speciel Publication in 1560,
Meanwhile, wa hawve recelved other manuscripts which may be found sultable
for publication in 1979...

ves A5 I hand on the reins to a new General Secretary I should like
to thank amll those with whom I have worked, as Publications mnd then Gene-
ral Secrstary, gvar a period of 11 years. It has been a Juyful and aduca-
tional experience to co—operate with scientists of such varied nationa-
1ities and backgrounds without ever having any sort of personal disagres—
ment. Diacusaions and ergunents were always resclved through good humour,
understanding and a continuing mutual respect for sach other, knowing
that esch of us only had one aim and that was the welfars of the Assocla-
tion, I trust that the Association will continue to thrive as a free as-
soctation of individumls who happen to resids in particular countries
and for wiom nationality and national groupings ars unimportant, In this
way, with a subjact as exciting as sadimentology to pursue, an excellant
journal and a Financially strong end efficiently run Assaclation I have
no Tear for the future,

Report of the Editors :

Saven ysars have gona by since we ware plven the responsability to
wiit the Journal of our Assoclation, On tha whole we have adhersd to the
policy as we axpressed in an moitorial that ®sedimentology 1s the sclence
of sadimenta and sedimentary rocks, We welcoma not only articles in the
studiss of sadimentary structures, textures, and composition, but we will
mlso publish manuscripts of broader scope, relating sedimentation to tec-
tonlcs, to volcanism, to diagenesais, and to all proceasgs concarning the
physical, chemical and biological aspacts of amdimentation”.

Thanks ta the reponse from members of aur Assoclation, we have bsen able
to achieve this ailm, A perusal aof the contents of the last voluma of our
Journal will reveal that our articles included not only research on mo—
dern and anclent sedimants, but alsa investigations of actualistic and
by=-gone procmssas, Our contributors seemed to be egually adept with clas-
aical tools of hemmer and hand lens as in their mastery of computers,
mass-apectrometry, and electron microscopy. There have been fleld astudias,



as well aa theoretical mnalyses; isotope goochemistry besides mathemati-
cal geology; flume experiments and tectonic syntheses. The geographical
coverage of the authorship and of the subject matter 1s also remsarkably
broad, smbrecing all five continents, and Jjustifying our claim as an
international journal.

We have processed an sven five hundred manuscripts {axcluding book
r'aviaws), or about thres svery two wesks, Of thoss 206 have bssn accepted
as full-length articles and 35 as short contributions; 18 are still pen-
ding reviawing, but we regretfully had to decline the reat. Among tha
accepted manuacripta, 174 articles and all but one short notes have bmen
published, totelling about 3750 printed pages in S 1/3 volumas,

Retwrning to a oguestion I poasd five ysars sagn concerning the time-
lag pefora a manuscript 1s accepted and printsd in Sedimentology. I was
surprised to find that we did about as well as we did during the first
two years, For most, or more than one th:lrd, of the manuscripts 1-2 months
had gone by after initial raceipt (MGAIR) befars we reached an editorial
decizion. More then half of the manuscripts wers processed within 2 months,
90 % of the manuscripts wers processed 1n leass than 3 montha, We have
done our best to atrike a balance of thorough reviewing and spesdy pro-
cesslng, and our record probably compares mare favorably than that of
most other sclentific journsls. About half of the papers accapted recuired
a major revision, This accounts for tha fact that an average of 5 i MGATAR
were required before a final manuscript is senmt to our publisher, and
slightly more than 13 MGATRs before 1t is finally published.

Tha Gereral Assembly of the Y375 Nice Congress approved our plan
to enlarge the journal from 4 issues of 640 pagea to 6 issums of 880 pagea,
and the increass was made with no additionml subcription costa to the
mambers, We had hoped that the move would eanable ua to lncrease the par-
centagn of acceptmd manuscripts and to speed up the time-lag of publica-
tion, We ware dizappointsd, however, to find that we have barsly malntained
status=quo, The ratio of accepted and rejected manuscripts 1s almost exmct-
1y 1 : 1 Just as it weas thres yemrs ago, The publicmtion time-lag wma
little more than one yemr now, when it was alightly lasas than a year then,
even though the aditorial procassing remained as afficient as sver, We
cennot blame the authors, the referses, the editors, the publishers, or
the printers for such a development. The fact is that we are recelving
increasingly more goot manuscripts, and thls tendency has begun to assume
alarming proportion after the Ganlogical Society of America declded to
publish thair bullatins in microfiche. Furthsrmors, our journal iz per-
laps one of the few marth science pariodicals which do not wet an arbi-
trary limit on the length of articles published., The development during
the next faw ysars may lsad us to faca the queation if a further expen—
=ion of tha Journal is avoldahle.

Ouring the tenure of owr co-editorship we wars helped by Hugh Jenkyns
and by Maurice Tucker te put together the first two apecial publicatisna
of our Assoclation. The first volums, Palag:_lf.g Sadiments ! On Land and
Under the Gea, received sxcellent reviaws. The volums waa ed as
an “impressive collection of wide-ranglng papers marks tha opening of
a door and tha beaginning of a new era... It sabreces the foundetion of
a naw branch of geological saciance,” (Bathurat, 1978). It was consicersd
"required reading for all geologists interestead in modarn and anolent
sedimenta.” (Millimen, 1976), and "an esssntisl purches=s® and haa besn
recommended “to all collsagues working or interested in pelagic sediments
and thelr cdiagenesis”, Nevarthaless, the Soclety took a financial loszs,



as the book was underpriced for the bemafit of the wmembers (488 pp. and
200 1llustrations for 13,50 dollars). We expect, however, that this clas-
sic will continue to sell for years to come, The second volume on Modarn
and Anclant Lake Ssdimenta will be published soon, Wa should sgain re-—
celiva Ea Taviews and we hope to come out fimancially ahesd this time,
These two volunes arw the first of a serle= of theme—oriented monographs,
saveral others ars now undar conslderation,

Wa looked back to our seven yeers of sarvice with fond memories.
Everyvons was most helpful, and we had faw occasiona of grief or acrimony.
We wish to thank all suthors, - your contributions mace the journal, and
to all members uf our Association, - your participation ensured lts suc—
casa, We acknowledge the help from all tha officers of our Associatlion,
particularly Harold Reading, the Guneral Secretary, Hans Flchtbauer and
Hugh Jenkyns, former and current Publication Secretary. We are lndebted
to all those who served an our Editorial Board during the last seven
yaars @ John Allen, Aobin Bathurat, Alfonso Bosellinl, Joe Curray, G. Dunoyar
da Segonzac, G, Einsele, Hens Eugster, John Harmz, B, Heling, Mirism Kastner,
T.V, Khvorova, A,G, Kossovskaya, Yvas Lancelot, 0. Melschner, Gerry Middleton,
John Williman, Emlil Muttl, Ed Purdy, W,A, Read, and Vassll Vuchev. We
appreclate the efficiency and chearful cooperation of our long-time se-
cratary, Miss Carglina Hartendorf. Flnally, our most speclal gratitude
goes to hundreds of the referass, too numerous= to be singled out here;
your help has been indiapenseble !

This preliminary report does not contaln completa figures for 1977
as many bills and bookings have not yet been recordsd. Tha complate ba-
lance for 1977 can be expected in August 1978, i
The mmntioned figures ars, however, more or less correctad and will give
you a genaral idea of the flnancisl development of tha Assoclation,

The favourahle financial situation of the Assoclation has not changed
since the Fth Sedimentologlical Congress in Nice, Thls 1ls due to the fol-
lowing factors :

t. an lncrease in active [paying} mambers,

2. a substantial increase in insertion gifts, which can be credited
to the ectivities of tha editors of the Journal,

3. a detreass in adminlstrative caosts,

There ia, howsver, a slight increase in the costs of Council Maastings,
which wa think is inevitable as our mctivitles make contacts betwesn
the Burssu Nembars mOrE NECHSSATY. .

The figures below show an increase in the exploitation capital of the
Asapclation :

Exploitation Capital at 34,12,1975 : Dfl. 343,005.31

Exploitation Capltal at 3%.12.1977 : Dfl. 198,701,587

This 15 due to the increase in profit from 1975 till 1977,



Balance of Profit 1975 : Dfl. 23,200.89
1976 : Ofl. 22,436.37
1977 : Dfl, 32,597.30 %correuted amount )

Dfl, 4a7,597.30 {uncorrected amount @ we
have not yet received the
bill from the Publishers;
the sstimated amount tao
be paid f 15,000.=).,...

,-= As already mentioned the financial situation of the Assccimtion at
this moment is very goed, but in view of the rising costs and the prin-
ting of more special publications in comparison ta the past, it 1s advi-
sable to conslder a slight increase in membership dues,

Meanwhile many members have experlenced that the chanpe of the fressurer’s
offlce from Leiden to Utrecht did not occur unnoticed, A confuslon in

the administration causet some delays and irritation among some of the
members. Wa do apolagize for causing you troubles and irritation. You
undarstend that we mostly work with wolunteers, who do not have & pro-
fesslonal skill in handling sdministrative matters, The reorganlsation

of the Treasurer's Office will be snded by September 1978 and we hape

ta have solvad all the problems by thern.....

Membershlip State on 18.6.1978 :

Numbar of members i 1597 of which 208 Junior membors
Number of pmyments for 1976 : 1023
not paid yet for 1578 : M
pf the membera who are now in file, are member since [cumulative)

1970 ¢+ 300

1971 @ 365

1972 : 399

1973 @ 581

1974 : 99

1996 : 1070

1976 : 1349

1977 1537

1976 : 1597
Al FERTA H 2 CANADA 86
ANGOLA H 1 COLOMBIA 2
ARAENTINA =4 COSTA RICA 1
ALSTRALTA ey COTE O'IVOIRE 1
ALSTRIA 11 CZECHOSL OVAKIA 3
BAHAMAS 1 DENMARK, H a1
BELGILM 15 DOMINICAN REP, H 1
BENIN 2 EGYPT : 3
BOANED 1 FRANCE 109
BOTSWANA 1 GERMANY 78
BRASIL 17 HUNGARY 2
BLAMA 1 INDIA 1"



TNOONESTA H 1 REF., OF KOFEA 3
IRAN H 3 REP, P. CONGOD 1
IRAQ : 10 AHDESTA 1
IRISH PEP, : ? RDUMENTA 1
TSRAEL, : 18 SAUDI ARABIA 4
ITALY : 27 SERAWAK : 1
JAPAN : 26 SINGAPORE H ?
MALAYSTA : 5 SEDAN : 1
MEXICO : 1 SOUTH AFRICA 23
MONACD : 1 SF LYBIAN A 5
MOROCCO : 5 SPAIN : 57
NETHERLANDS i 1= STATE OF KUWAIT H 3
NEW ZEALAND H 12 SWEDEN : 18
NIGERIA : & SWITZERLAND H 34
NOATH BOANED 1 TUNISIA : 4
NOAWAY H 19 TURKEY ) H 15
OMAN H 2 1.4 : 197
PAKTSTAN 4 usA t 528
PERLI 2 USSA : 13
POLAND : 3 VENEZLUELA : &
POATUGAL H 3 YUGOSLAVIA H 2

ZAMBIA : 1

Regional mestings

Although the idea has bean emltted long ago [Newsletter 13/1973),
the new bursau has decided to organize Raglonal Meetings, mostly in
Europe, as for the secong consecutiva time our next International Congress
will be held outside of Europm. Such mestings have already been orgenized,
but they concerned one given topic {i.s, ZOrich : Pelagic ssdimants).
What we want ta set up now, with the help of and at the invitation of
National Correspondents, are sort of informal, low cost, minl-congresses
open mostly to young sedimentologists (graduates and post graduatas).
Some senlor geologlsta would participate as invited lecturers, These meet-
ings should inciude one or two cmys fleld trips and be held sometimes
in apring. Tha first of these mestings will be organized in Bochum {Westarn
Germany) in April 1980 at the invitation of Pr, Hans Fuchtbauer, National
Carreapondent.

USEFLA. ADDRESSES

Pregident of the I.A.S5., ! ¥en J, HsO
T Geologicel Institute £.7.H.
Sonnagstrasse S
8006 Z0Orich
Switzerland

—» 20lves an ohlam



General Secretary : Claude Monty
Centre d'Analysas Paléoécologicues et Gédimentologloues
Labc de Paléontologle Animale
Universitéd de Libge
7 place du Vingt=-Aodt
4000 Lidge
Belgium

——u Material for Newslettera

Treasurer : DJlinn Nio
Sedimantolegy Group
Geologlcal Institute
Qude Gracht 320
Utrecht
Tha Netherlands

—up yDur membership dues
—& your claims for non receptien of the Journal

Editor : John Hudson
Oppartmant of Geology
Leicester University
Leicaster LE1 7RH
Lalcester
England

— your Manuscripts for*Sedimentology”

FUTURE MEETINGS

47 Saptember 1579 Arkara [TURKEY)

First geologlcal congress on the Widdle East (GEOCOME - I), Jolntly
organized by the Mineral Rmasarch and Exploration Institute [M,T.A.)
and the Geological Socisty of Turkey (T.J.K.}.
For information : write to GEOCOME - I, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Erglizer Bingdl -
M.T.A. EnstitOstl Jacloji Deilresi, Ankara, Turkey.

Cl. MONTY,

General GSacretary



